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Art Exhibition at the Eugenia Williams House 
Opening Saturday, June 20 

 
June 17, 2026 — Knoxville, Tenn. —This summer the Eugenia Williams House will host the special 
exhibition Gabriel Lester: Melancholia in Arcadia. This contemporary art installation, the first in the 
history of the Eugenia Williams House, is organized by the Knoxville Museum of Art. Beginning on 
June 20, 2026, the exhibition is on view at the Eugenia Williams House on Saturdays from noon to 4 
p.m. until August 29, 2026. 

“This summer, we are thrilled to partner with the Knoxville Museum of Art to open the first art 
exhibition ever to be presented at the Eugenia Williams House, Gabriel Lester: Melancholia in 
Arcadia,” said Eugenia Williams House Director Megan Robertson. “The exhibition offers our 
visitors and KMA patrons the chance to experience this sculpture in an architecturally significant 
space rich in ambience and history.” 
 
Dutch artist Gabriel Lester’s sculptural installation of voluminous yet rigid lace curtains is on view 
in a dramatic corridor of the Eugenia Williams House. Lester’s sculpture creates the illusion of 
billowing curtains frozen in time, evoking the gesture of opening the windows to set the soul of the 
deceased free, as well as the idea of a spirit entering a room. 
 
Lester’s haunting installation recalls the personal losses Eugenia Williams experienced. By the 
time a teenage Eugenia and her father moved to Lyons View Pike in 1916, her mother and two 
younger siblings had died. After her father’s death and her divorce, Eugenia boldly razed her 
father’s farmhouse to build the present house on this site. The spirit of this independent and 
mysterious woman suffuses the home she created for herself, just as Lester’s billowing curtains 
suggest an otherworldly presence in its halls. 
 
“The Eugenia Williams House is full of its owner's spirit. Described as a walled fortress, she was a 
woman with many secrets. Her story, marked by loss and hard-won independence, suffuses this 
house, but now the doors and windows are open. We imagine her spirit flying free.” – Megan 
Robertson, Director, Eugenia Williams House 
 
“By presenting Gabriel Lester’s Melancholia in Arcadia within the Eugenia Williams House, we open 
a compelling dialogue between artwork, architecture, and memory. The installation’s billowing 
forms evoke both absence and presence, stirring the spirits embedded within this historic home. 



 
 
This unique partnership allows us to savor these memorable encounters, where contemporary art 
illuminates the enduring life and stories of a remarkable place. Melancholia in Arcadia invites 
visitors to see both the artwork and the architecture in a lasting, evocative manner.”  - Steven 
Matijcio, Executive Director, Knoxville Museum of Art 
 
Read more about the exhibition at knoxart.org. 
 
Gabriel Lester: Melancholia in Arcadia is presented by the Knoxville Museum of Art. 

This exhibition is supported by DutchCultureUSA, a program of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
the United States, the Mondriaan Fund, and the Aslan Foundation. 

How to visit: Gabriel Lester: Melancholia in Arcadia at the Eugenia Williams House is open to the 
public on Saturdays from 12 to 4 p.m. from June 20 to August 29. No ticket or reservation is 
required for this free exhibition, but space is limited. Visitors may enter the house on a first come, 
first served basis as capacity allows. 

Parking and Accessibility: Limited onsite parking is available on a first come, first served basis in 
the Upper Parking Lot. The All Persons Trail – a 0.25 mile, ADA-compliant path – leads directly to the 
House from the parking lot. Guests with limited mobility may request alternate parking 
arrangements by calling 865.606.0802. Visit eugeniawilliamshouse.org/calendar/ to learn more. 

For photos and more information, contact Megan Robertson, megan@eugeniawilliamshouse.org. 
 
About the Eugenia Williams House: 
 
Where art, history, and nature tell a story—one you’re invited to explore. 
 
Set high above the Tennessee River, the Eugenia Williams House is one of Knoxville’s most 
distinctive historic residences. Completed in 1941 by architect John Fanz Staub for heiress Eugenia 
Williams, the house remained a private home for decades before being acquired in 2020 by the 
Aslan Foundation. Following a six-year restoration of the house and its surrounding landscape, the 
Eugenia Williams House has reopened as a site for guided tours, cultural programming, and public 
enjoyment of its historic park-like Grounds, which are home to more than 50 species of trees and 
serve as an accredited arboretum. Following Staub’s original design and Williams’s singular vision, 
the restored property offers a new model for public engagement—one that bridges natural beauty, 
architectural history, and contemporary cultural life.  
 
Visit eugeniawilliamshouse.org for more information. 
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